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The Rope, 2014, oil on canvas, 10 x 8 inches
cover Four Red Dories, 2014, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches



Three Big Fish, 2014, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches

Big Waves
oil on canvas
8 x 10 inches
2014

Net Picker
oil on canvas
8 x 10 inches
2014



John Neville’s nostalgic portrayals of bygone days chronicle 
the folklore and daily lives of the local fishermen and 
their women from his childhood village. A native of Nova 
Scotia, Neville was born in Halls Harbour, on the Bay of 
Fundy, to a family of boat builders and fishermen where 
hard work was taken for granted. He grew up fishing with 
his father, building boats, and listening to the tales of 
men and women in the local villages. There were stories 
about bootlegging, bad luck, record catches, rivalries, and 
drunken husbands—all of which became the basis for his 
rich pictorial language.

As a long time friend and collector of John’s artwork, 
I was delighted when asked to write a brief introduc-
tion for this show. I would like to thank gallery owners 
Karin and Michael Wilkes for the opportunity to help 
celebrate John’s most recent works and for allowing me 
to say a few words.

John’s work is always true to its subject matter and 
filled with an amazing sense of  ‘place’ that immediately 
draws the viewer into the work. This rare and engag-
ing quality let’s you see John’s unique perspective and 
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Casting Off, 2014, oil on canvas, 11 x 14 inches

Boy with Fish Rowing in Waves, 2013, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches



walk away with a deep understanding of northeastern 
maritime life.

I was fortunate to represent John’s works as the 
founder and former director of The Firehouse Gallery 
in Damariscotta, Maine. It was immediately appar-
ent to me that John immersed himself in the subject 
matter and treated it with an unprecedented level of 
integrity and passion.

Over the years, his color palate has grown bolder, and 
his connection to coastal life has become stronger. 
Even early on, fishermen and sailors would visit my 
gallery and say “he has it right…from the way the 
boat sits in the water to how we actually work.” I al-
ways loved those comments. Now, critics, collectors, 
and public viewers quickly realize John’s brilliance 
and outstanding talent.

Simple, everyday events become something very special 
when captured through his eyes and paintbrushes. 
John’s strength comes from being true to himself and 
following his dreams…a noble quality that should 
inspire us all.

			   — Helen Frost Way

Helen Frost Way is an active painter and sculptor, as well as a retired gallery 
owner. Over the years, she has shown her work both domestically and abroad, 
and her artwork can be found in several museum collections. Helen currently 
lives and works in Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Red Lobsters, 2014, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches

The Fish Has Tails, 2013, oil on linen, 36 x 24 inches



Fishing for Men, 2013, oil on canvas, 11 x 14 inches

Sea of Fish, 2014, oil on panel, 30 x 40 inches



Torching the Water, 2014, oil on linen, 38 x 60 inches

Night Fishing
oil on canvas

11 x 14 inches
2014

Rocky Coast
oil on canvas

11 x 14  inches
2014



Boy with Fish
oil on linen

40 x 30 inches
2014

The Knitting Mermaid, 2013, oil on linen, 24 x 36 inches



Two Men in Dory with Fish
oil on linen
38 x 60 inches
2014



Fred and Mike with Full Dory, 2013, oil on canvas, 24 x 18 inches

Pollock in the Dory, 2014, oil on canvas, 18 x 24 inches



The Knitter, 2013, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches Net Pickers, 2013, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches



Boy Rowing with Mermaid, 2014, oil on canvas, 11 x 14 inches

Red Lobster, Study
oil on canvas

18 x 24 inches
2014

Herring
oil on canvas
9 x 12 inches

2013



Meeting at Moonset, 2013, oil on linen, 30 x 40 inches

Rough Seas
oil on canvas
9 x 12 inches
2014

Rower with Girlfriend
oil on canvas
8 x 10 inches
2014
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Night Run, 2014, oil on canvas, 8 x 10 inches


