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Pansies and Nasturiums, oil on panel, 16 x 24 inches
cover Fourth of July, Northeast Harbor, oil on canvas, 28 x 30 inches



Saltwater Farm
oil on canvas

20 x 40 inches 



We are pleased to bring Joseph Keiffer back to Ellsworth with our first 
solo exhibition of his work at Courthouse Gallery. I became aware 
of Keiffer’s work seven or eight years ago while driving down Main 
Street in Ellsworth. There was a small shop next to The Grand, and 
I often noticed the landscapes displayed in the window. The paintings 
stood out, even from the car. Then one day, the shop was gone.

The shop was The Armoire, owned by Francesca Zolotov. She sold 
a mix of objects, silver, and “works of art,” and Keiffer showed his 
work there for over a decade before it closed in 2009. Zolotov met 
Keiffer in New York when he worked at Sotheby’s as a cataloguer and 
a junior painting and print appraiser. Once Zolotov learned he was 
also a painter, she invited him to show at her shop in Ellsworth. 
Keiffer, who first came to Maine in the 1970s, began to spend more 
time here, and Zolotov introduced him to various spots along the coast 
to paint. They enjoyed many good times and successful years together.

Although Keiffer’s work would fit nicely with our stable, it took 
some persistence to track him down. Eventually I found his name, 
but an internet search turned up nothing. Time passed, I got busy, 
lost the name, and yet, memories of the paintings lingered. This past 
year, I looked for his name again, and soon a new internet search 
brought up Keiffer’s new website. A phone call led to a studio visit in 
New York, and to this solo show. Keiffer is delighted to be home in 
Ellsworth again, and we’re delighted to bring him back!

    —Karin Wilkes
    Courthouse Gallery 
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Wing and Wing, oil on canvas, 28 x 30 inches

Fire Over Sutton, oil on canvas, 18 x 12 inches

next page September, oil on canvas, 20 x 50 inches 





Every painter must choose—or be chosen by—a subject. As they 
walk through this world, certain objects and images appeal to 
their senses. They strive to convey these sensations by way of 
pigments, offering us their findings.

Joseph Keiffer presents places and objects that have caught his 
eye—and which in turn catch ours. He offers landscapes and 
still lifes; he paints both fireworks and a lamp-lit room. He is 
a stylist, but without overdoing it. His work sometimes has the 
feel of certain nineteenth century artists, yet he brings his own 
sensibility to bear on each canvas.  

Exploring the coast of Maine, Keiffer will set up his easel before 
a motif and get to work. He is not afraid to take on the iconic 
view, be it Caterpillar Hill overlooking Eggemoggin Reach and 
the Deer Isle Thorofare or the Porcupine Islands dotting Frenchman 
Bay. His painting of Bar Island in Somesville may hark back to 
Fitz Henry Lane, who frequented the area, but the rendering is 
his alone: bright and balanced.   

The World According to Keiffer by Carl little                      

I wouldn’t want to be accused of promulgating any rules for artistic success, 
but I do suggest that would-be painters cannot find a better teacher than the 
world they see with their own eyes...
           —Joseph Keiffer

Frenchman’s Bay, The Porcupines, oil on canvas, 25 x 27 inches

The Yellow Bath, oil on canvas, 15 x 10 inches



Paintings of fireworks over Northeast Harbor and Sutton Island 
employ a profound blue reminiscent of Maxfield Parrish. Keiffer 
captures the light shows in mid-burst, water and anchored sailboats 
briefly illuminated by the pyrotechnics, smoke drifting off—
transfigured night.    

Keiffer can be intimate, painting a room with shelves filled with 
books to which we would like to retire. His still lifes of flowers 
are lovely: potted pansies, a rhododendron blossom in full glory, 
nasturtiums arranged in a simple enamel measuring cup. Speaking 
of cups: the painter has a special passion for vintage tin ware and 
glass, which comes to a kind of climax in the remarkable balancing 
act that is titled Pink Plate. 

The brushwork ranges from flat to painterly, with the former 
the favored approach. Recreating the deck of a sailboat (Wing 
and Wing), Keiffer maintains a tight line that befits the precision 
of rigging, cowl vents and woodwork. By contrast, to depict the 
denouement of a field of lupine he turns to more impressionist 
means. 

Like the dock that stretches out onto the water in the painting 
Hancock Landing, Joseph Keiffer leads us into a world at once 
familiar and enticing, Accept his invitation and set sail.

Carl Little lives and writes on Mount Desert Island. His latest book is The Art
of Francis Hamabe.

Spirits and Vessels, oil on canvas, 18 x 15 inches

Dusk, oil on canvas, 20 x 24 inches





The Pink Plate, oil on canvas, 26 x 32 inches
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Caterpillar Hill
oil on canvas
24 x 48 inches

Red, White, and Blue
oil on canvas
12 x 10 inches



Gentle Knocking, oil on canvas, 12 x 18 inches

Rhododendron Blossoms, oil on canvas, 10 x 8 inches Nasturium and Enamel, oil on panel, 10 x 8 inches



opposite

A Cozy Cottage
oil on canvas

13 x 16 inches 

Blue Chair
oil on panel

14 x 8 inches



Hancock Landing, oil on canvas, 16 x 21 inches

Old Things
oil on panel
8 x 10 inches 

Potting Pansies
oil on canvas
12 x 12 inches
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Garden, Winter Harbor, oil on canvas, 10 x 13 inches

Old Books, oil on canvas, 9 x 14 inches



Schoodic from Acadia, oil on canvas, 16 x 20 inches
back cover Somesville Landing, detail, oil on canvas, 18 x 36 inches
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